
Special Revenue Funds 

Special Revenue Funds 
 
Municipal Court Computer System Procurement and 
Maintenance Fund 
 
2003 Cash Balance Statement 
The municipal court computer fund is projected to begin 2003 with an 
unencumbered cash balance of $1,991,877. This fund was created to provide the 
Municipal Court with computer hardware, software, training and computer-related 
services.  Effective March 1, 1993, the Ohio Revised Code was amended to 
allow the addition of court fees for the purpose of court computerization.  For the 
Municipal Court Judges, the fee is $3 per cause of action or appeal.  The 
Municipal Court Clerk may add an amount of $10 per transaction, including 
causes of action or appeals.  The projection of total revenue attributable to the 
Municipal Court Judges for 2003 is $533,000; revenue for the Clerk of Courts is 
$1,775,000. 
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Special Revenue Funds 

Street Construction Maintenance and Repair Fund 
 
2003 Cash Balance Statement 
The major revenue sources in the street construction, maintenance and repair 
(SCMR) fund will experience extremely low growth in 2003.  Since 2000, 
proceeds from the fund’s two largest sources, the motor vehicle license tax and 
the motor vehicle gas tax, have shown only modest increases.  This is largely 
due to a decrease in the number of registered vehicles in the City of Columbus.  
Also, the lane mile agreement with the Ohio Department of Transportation was 
discontinued in July 2002, resulting in a loss of $1 million in revenue in 2002 and 
another $2 million in 2003.  As a result, the SCMR fund is projected to end 2002 
with a fund balance of $1,850,136.  Beginning in 2004 the ending fund balance 
dips into a negative position and remains there for the rest of the period covered 
by the pro forma.  If the fund’s major revenue sources do not recover in the very 
near future, program reductions will be necessary or new sources of revenue will 
have to be developed.  Notwithstanding the unprecedented downturn in 
revenues, the Transportation Division will ensure the continuation of essential 
services. 
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2003 Revenue Summary 
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Revenue Notes: 
• State gasoline tax revenues will grow by one percent in 2003 
• State motor vehicle license tax revenues will grow by one half of one percent 

in 2003 
• Revenue from the 3.3 percent state gas tax will grow by one half of one 

percent in 2003 
• Right-of-way permit fees are estimated at $588,636 in 2003 
• In 2003, traffic signal installation revenues will grow by 15 percent 
• Traffic lane lining revenues will increase in 2003 by 38 percent 
• Charges for services will decrease in 2003 by 69 percent due mainly to the 

loss of $2 million in lane mile revenue 
• There is a one-time health insurance refund of $915,168 in 2003 
 
 
Street Construction Maintenance and Repair Fund Pro Forma Operating 
Statement 
A pro forma operating statement for the ten-year period beginning in 2003 is 
presented on the following page. It represents the Transportation Division’s 
revenues and expenditures for that period, given certain assumptions, and is 
essential in providing a framework for future financial decisions.  The major 
assumptions included in this pro forma are as follows: 
 
• The projected annual growth of one half of one percent for motor vehicle fuel 

tax revenues reflects the decline in fuel consumption since 2000. 
• Motor vehicle license tax revenue growth is projected at one half of one 

percent per year and reflects the decline in motor vehicle registrations since 
2000. 

• Operations and maintenance expenses, excluding personnel, health 
insurance, pro rata and technology, are inflated at one percent per year.  
Personnel expenses and the director’s office charges assume four percent 
growth per year, but personnel numbers are reduced in 2004 by five percent 
and in years 2005-2012 by two percent.  Health insurance is projected to 
grow 12 percent per year.  Pro rata charges represent 4.5 percent of revenue.  
Technology expenses assume no growth. 
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Special Revenue Funds 

Health Special Revenue Fund 
 
2003 Cash Balance Statement 
Detailed below is the cash balance statement for the health special revenue fund.  
Total available resources includes the prior year carry-over, revenues deposited 
into the health special revenue fund, a general fund transfer subsidy and 
encumbrance cancellations. These resources are used to cover Health 
Department operating expenditures. 
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2003 Revenue Summary 
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Revenue Notes: 
• Each year, the health operating fund receives a transfer from the city’s 

general fund to cover all budgeted expenses that cannot be supported solely 
by other Health Department revenue sources.  Other revenues include 
license and permit fees, charges for services, birth and death certificate fees 
and various program fees.  Total revenues decreased over 2002 by 4.1 
percent, and excluding the prior year carryover balance and estimated 
encumbrance cancellations are projected to total $23,999,121 in 2003. 

  
• The general fund subsidy, totaling $16,669,572, represents 67 percent of 

health’s operating revenues, will decrease by 2.9 percent in 2003 as 
compared to 2002. 

 
• Agency fund charges for services revenue represents the transfer from what 

is commonly referred to as the Medicare trust fund.  This agency fund 
receives revenues from Medicare patient fees, Medicaid nursing fees, public 
health nurse visit fees and Title XX reimbursement payment.  Revenues 
provided from the Franklin County senior options levy for homemaker and 
home health aides are also included in this revenue category. 
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Recreation and Parks Operation and Extension Fund 
 
2003 Cash Balance Statement 
The cash balance statement for the recreation and parks operation and 
extension fund is itemized below.  Total available resources include prior year 
carryover, revenues deposited into the fund, a general fund transfer subsidy and 
encumbrance cancellations.  These revenue resources are used to cover 
Recreation and Parks Department operating expenditures. 
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2003 Revenue Summary 
 

 
 
Revenue Notes: 
• The general fund subsidy totaling $25,113,586 is 8.5 percent below the 2002 

amount and accounts for 86.1 percent of the revenues.  Recreation and Parks 
revenues from fees and charges are projected at $3,634,428, an overall 
increase of 20.1 percent from projected 2002 figures, due to fee increases 
implemented in 2002. 

 
• The majority of revenue comes from adult sports leagues (softball, soccer, 

basketball, football and volleyball), recreation fees and gymnasium rentals. 
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Golf Course Operations Fund 
 
2003 Cash Balance Statement 
The cash balance statement for the golf course operations fund is expected to 
begin in 2003 with an unencumbered cash balance of $1,304,826.  Revenues 
are primarily generated from greens fees, golf cart rental fees and the sale of 
refreshments at the seven municipal golf courses.  Favorable weather conditions 
in 2002 and in prior years have contributed to a positive fund balance. 
 
Ninety percent of greens fee revenues are deposited into this fund, with the 
remaining ten percent going toward golf course debt retirement.   
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2003 Revenue Summary 
 

 
Revenue Notes: 
• The Golf Division’s price structure is still the most competitive in the 

marketplace and will allow for more growth in the future.  Plans are to 
continue the marketing of golf and focusing on customer service. 

 
• Revenue is directly related to weather conditions and thus difficult to project.  

Weather has been favorable in recent years.  The division’s expectation is 
that golfing opportunity will continue to improve and grow for the City of 
Columbus.  

 
• Revenues for 2003 total $6,009,677, a 3.0 percent decrease from 2002 

projections.  Greens fees represents 72.2 percent of the total revenue 
resources and golf cart rentals at 23.3 percent.  
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Cable Communications Fund 
 
2003 Cash Balance Statement 
The cable communications fund is projected to begin 2003 with an 
unencumbered cash balance of $1,285,109. Cable service permit fees are 
collected quarterly, in the month following the quarter the revenue is earned. 

 
2003 Revenue Summary 
Revenues are generated by charging cable companies a service permit fee for 
the ability to operate a cable system in the City of Columbus.  This fee is 
generated from a charge of five percent on cable operator gross revenues that 
include basic and premium service revenues, equipment rental, and pay-per-
view.  The service permit fee was increased to five percent in January, 2000.  
Revenues are paid to the city on a quarterly basis. 
 
In 2002, a preliminary ruling by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
has reclassified cable Internet service as an information service.  The ruling is 
expected to have a substantive, negative effect on revenues to the cable 
communication fund.   While the FCC ruling has been challenged in Federal 
Court, the city has received notice that cable operators have discontinued 
collection of the franchise fee on Internet service customers.   Current projections 
of cable fund performance include an estimate of the revenue reduction. 
 
Revenue receipts, excluding the unencumbered balance and encumbrance 
cancellations, are estimated to total $6,048,928 in 2003.  The pro forma 
operating statement (which follows the chart illustrating historical and projected 
revenues for the years 2000 through 2003) summarizes actual and projected 
revenues for the years 2000 through 2012, respectively. 
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Cable Communications Fund Pro Forma Operating Statement 
A pro forma operating statement for the ten-year period beginning in 2002 is 
presented below. It represents the telecommunications cable fund operating 
revenues and expenditures for that period.  Major assumptions included in the 
pro forma operating statement are as follows: 
 
• Franchise fee revenue growth is projected at one percent per annum. 
• The service permit fee was increased from a rate of 3.5 percent to 5 percent 

effective January 1, 2000. 
• Operating expenses are generally inflated at a blended rate of 3.4 percent per 

annum, accounting for inflation rates of 12 percent on health insurance, 4 
percent on personnel costs (exclusive of health insurance) and 3 percent on 
other categories of expense. 

• Debt service represents $4.0 million in principle for 1996 and $4.017 million 
for 1997 for the fiber optic and network infrastructure initiative.  Debt service 
for 1998 includes: $1.255 million for fiber optic cable to the Department of 
Public Service 25th Avenue campus and Arlingate, and infrastructure 
equipment for Division of Building and Development Services. Debt service 
for 1999 includes $525,000 for core infrastructure redundancy.  Debt service 
for 2000 includes $1,605,000 for various fiber projects.  No bonds were sold 
in 2001 or 2002.  Debt service for years 2003-2008 includes a total of 
$5,205,000 for various fiber projects and MetroNet equipment. 
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Special Revenue Funds 

Development Services Fund 
 
2003 Cash Balance Statement 
In 2002, the city implemented a One Stop Shop initiative to provide coordinated, 
streamlined permitting and plan review for construction projects.  A development 
services fund was established, into which all fees and charges associated with 
these services are deposited.  The fund is projected to begin 2003 with an 
unencumbered cash balance of $2,285,834.   
 

 
2003 Revenue Summary 
Revenues are generated by fees and charges associated with building 
inspections, permitting, plan review services, construction inspection, materials 
testing and prevailing wage service fees for services provided to both private and 
public entities.  Fees are reviewed annually and adjusted as needed to continue 
to fully fund expenditures. 
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Development Services Fund Pro Forma Operating Statement 
A pro forma operating statement for the ten-year period beginning in 2003 is 
presented on the following page.  It represents the fund's revenues and 
expenditures for that period, given certain assumptions, and is essential in 
ensuring the solvency of the fund and for maintaining an acceptable end-of-year 
balance.  The major assumptions included in this pro forma are as follows: 
 
• Revenues are increased by four percent in the years 2004-2012. 
• Operations and maintenance expenses, excluding personnel, pro rata and 

health insurance, are inflated at three percent per annum.  Personnel costs 
will grow at four percent, while health insurance costs will grow by twelve 
percent annually.  Pro rata fees represent approximately 4.5 percent of non-
city revenue. 

• Debt service principal and interest as well as pro rata fees are paid out of the 
services category but have been broken out separately.  The debt service 
principal and interest payments represent reimbursement to the special 
income tax fund for the retirement of bonds issued to construct the 
Transportation Division's new facility. 
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